
Upside Presents, an affiliate of Southside Gallery, is pleased to announce Portable 
Nature Graphics (.PNG), a group show featuring work by Claire Whitehurst, Vivian 
Liddell, Alexander Valentine, Patrick Brien, and Jennifer Macdonald, and curated by 
Hannah Spears. The exhibition will take place in the upstairs gallery from September 15 
to October 4, 2015. 
 
Living in the 21st century means grappling with, weather consciously or unconsciously, 
the new technologies that are rapidly coming to define contemporary culture. 
Technology has initiated a vital reconsideration of the ways artists choose to represent 
form. The most relevant contemporary artists produce work that critically engages the 
visual culture that has emerged alongside new technologies such as 3D printing, 
increasingly sophisticated computer software, and notably, the internet, without 
necessarily making art about these technologies. The works selected for Portable 
Nature Graphics (.PNG) incorporate this new aesthetic sensibility to playfully re-imagine 
visual representations of natural form. 
 
Claire Whitehurst’s large-scale, multi-media assemblage is an ebullient exploration of 
the characteristics and complexities of natural form. Whitehurst, who recently received 
her BFA from the University of Mississippi, views the work as a metaphor for the layers 
of life experience that inform any given moment. Vivian Liddell’s recent abstract works 
are imbued with the florescent palette of 80s pop art and bold, graphic lines evocative of 
graffiti. Born in Memphis, TN, Liddell initially studied Photographic Design at the 
University of Georgia before receiving her MFA in Painting from Brooklyn’s Pratt 
Institute. Alex Valentine’s prints critically and experimentally engage the traditionally 
commercial process of offset printing. Valentine is an instructor of Print Media and 
Visual Communications at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and co-founder of 
the collaborative, print-focused organization, No Coast. Patrick Brien’s work alludes to 
“cloud” polemics and the anxiety felt over the way personal data is being aggregated, 
stored, and used. He is currently an MFA candidate in Painting and Drawing at the 
University of Georgia. Jennifer Macdonald combines live-action footage, ink drawings, 
and mixed media collage in her short video animation, which she says was inspired by 
the expressions on a woman’s face in the grass. Currently based in Brooklyn, NY, 
Macdonald received her MFA in Painting from Hunter College. 
 
The works in Portable Nature Graphics (.PNG) integrate and interpret the visual culture 
that has emerged alongside recent technological innovations. In so doing, they also 
produce this culture. Occupying a space between the virtual and the real, the works 
investigate the encounter and exchange between those realms, which are, they seem to 
argue, becoming increasingly indistinguishable. 
 
Southside Gallery is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm. For more 
information, please contact the gallery at southside@southsideartgallery.com. 


